CHAPTER VII.

THE BOOK ON GERMANY.

HTHIS book is the most finished of all Ma-
-L dame de Stael's writings; the composi-
tion is broad, the thought is just, the style
well sustained. The whole work is governed
by a plan, which is to make Germany known
to the French; to explain it to them, and, by
contrast, to explain France to the Germans
and make them admire her more; to reinvi-
gorate French literature; to enlarge the hori-
zon, and to open to poetry new avenues to new
sources. Madame de Stael brings to this work
an intellect of extraordinary comprehension,
a human sympathy, a love of truth, an enthu-
siasm for the beautiful which no one has ever
excelled.

The work is divided into four parts: I. Ger-
many and the Customs of the Germans. II.
The Literature and Arts. III. The Philosophy
and Ethics. IV. Religion and Enthusiasm.

Only the first two parts are a direct study
of Germany; the third is a series of disserta-
tions on questions dear to the author; thens upon the French Revolution " and
